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With the MOVE-ON project, the EU overseas renews efforts towards the MAES 
procedure advancement in these regions. Throughout the Anchor Project's 
implementation, we aim for real decision-making commitments from regional 
and local policy makers.

ABOUT THE PROJECT

The project advocates a strong cooperation between EU´s overseas actors, from 
regional partners, experts and policymakers to civil society.

Message from the coordination

With the implementation of the four Anchor Projects, MOVE-ON intends to be a tangible contribution to the EU MAES 
initiative, levelling the gaps between the initiative's implementation in the EU MEMBER STATES and overseas. The 
results will highlight the benefits of combining the ecosystem and ecosystem services condition assessments to 
support the transposition of biodiversity and climate change strategies and directives to the overseas context, as 
well as the production of good practice and policy recommendations.

MOVE-ON supports the regional biodiversity policy implementation in EU´s overseas and contributes to increase the 
knowledge of these rare EU biodiversity hotspots and how they can be best preserved in a changing conservation, 
development and climate scenarios.

EU overseas are often overlooked when assessing biodiversity and designing 
biodiversity strategies, which slows down the progress in policy to preserve, protect 
and restore biodiversity in these regions.

MOVE-ON is a 1.49M€ EU-funded pilot project that aims to support the Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and 
their Services (MAES) in the EU´s Outermost Regions (ORs) and Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs). It does so 
by tackling the bottom-up approach initiated in the first MOVE pilot project and by underpinning the EU MAES 
initiative implementation in four Anchor Projects in each of the participating regions:  French Guiana, Macaronesia 
(the Azores and Canary islands), Reunion Island and South Atlantic (Saint Helena).

Learn more:
https://moveon-project.eu/ 

https://moveon-project.eu/
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THE MOVE-ON ANCHOR REGIONS – WHAT ARE WE DOING?

Key Messages
Using previous results and applying adapted tools, such as 
participatory mapping or scenario planning, the French Guiana 
Anchor Project will provide to the Montsinéry-Tonnégrand 
municipality with an up-to-date ecosystem services assessment, as a 
new, innovative guiding tool for the local decision-making process.

FRENCH GUIANA 

Located in South America, French Guiana is the only territory on 
continental land among the ORs of the EU. Covering 83 million ha, it is 
the largest of all and tropical rainforest represents 96% of it. 
Compared to the rest of the Amazon, the ecosystems of French 
Guiana and its region, the Guiana shield, appear still well-preserved. 
However, environmental pressures such as gold mining, land 
conversion for agriculture or urban development, exist. With a rapidly 
growing population and a lack of economic development, those 
threats will grow in the near future.

Then, it is crucial to find a sustainable path that responds to the needs 
of the inhabitants while preserving its rich ecosystems and its benefits. 
Indeed, ecosystem services such as food or water provisions, river 
transport, cultural or symbolic value, etc., are omnipresent and still 
benefit a large part of the population. Poorly known, they need to be 
better evaluated locally and integrated into the economic and 
political decisions. Initiatives in that sense already exist in the region.

The French Guiana Anchor Project intends to implement MAES tools 
on a small scale to contribute more concretely to the management 
and development plan of one municipality of French Guiana, called 
Montsinéry-Tonnégrande. Its territory covers a large variety of 
ecosystems, from primary rainforests to mangroves or savannahs.  

Example of an ecosystem services map, for freshwater supply,             
on the territory of the Montsinéry-Tonnégrande municipality, in 
French Guiana. (Source: ECOSEO Project).

Return from fishing on the Maroni river between French Guiana 
and Suriname (credits: Clement Villien, WWF-Fr.)

MACARONESIA (the Azores and the Canary Islands)

Macaronesia is one of Europe's most prominent biodiversity hotspots and the most important center of 
biodiversity in the Mediterranean bioclimatic region.

The results of the Macaronesia Anchor Project will partially address the knowledge gaps for all the aspects 
required for undertaking a proper assessment and management of coastal marine habitats and their services 
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THE SOUTH ATLANTIC REGION (Saint Helena)

The South Atlantic region has been undertaking a series of baseline mapping and assessment projects over the last 
decade. Significant effort has been put into bringing all of the data and stakeholders together to develop and 
understand these data, and tools have been created to make the data more readily available. The gap that now 
needs to be addressed is the bridge between evidence and decision-making. The South Atlantic Anchor Project, 
therefore, aims to make MAES outputs meaningfully available to policy and decision-makers on the island of St 
Helena. The process for achieving this has been to work in partnership with the St Helena Government and establish 
a Spatial Data Analyst on-island in the St Helena Government GIS Office, whose role is to provide real-time support 

Key Messages
The data and tools generated from the Marine Habitat classification, 
mapping, and assessment of the condition and ecosystem services 
will support the reframing of regional policies, supporting the better 
management of the Macaronesia underwater seascapes.

Seagrass beds (source: Fernando Espino).

Rhodoliths sea beds (source: Fernando Espino).

in the Macaronesia region, especially in the Azores and Canary Islands. Both archipelagos share a volcanic 
origin, contrasting landscapes, and a particular terrestrial and marine biodiversity.

A Marine Habitat Catalogue will be developed for the Macaronesia region based on existing literature and 
the involvement of local experts from each region. This catalogue will compile targeted marine habitats' 
geographical, physical, biological, and conservation features.

The targeted habitats include 14 categories defined according to a European habitat classification for marine 
habitats, selected according to their location in at least two 
Macaronesia archipelagos. The selected categories include 
communities dominated by different types of algae (e.g., rhodoliths), 
fauna (e.g., sponges or corals), particular environments (e.g. marine 
caves), or even the environmental conditions in where these habitats 
occur (e.g., exposed coastal shores).

Other axis of the anchor project, to be developed during 2022, will 
focus on MAES, in particular the evaluation of "Blue Carbon", 
recreational use and fisheries associated with seagrass beds in the 
Canary Islands. The main aim is to link these results with the seagrass 
conservation status in the archipelago to improve the marine 
ecosystem services perception, advancing their integration into local 
and regional policy design. 

Ultimately, this anchor project will demonstrate the common 
specificities and needs of the Macaronesia region in terms of habitat 
and ecosystem services mapping, providing opportunities for 
knowledge exchange and collaborative work between several 
regional governmental agencies.
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Map of pollination services in St Helena (source: MOVE-ON project).

View of Speery Island from South West Point (credits: Azra Gordy).

and analysis for decision-making across St Helena Government 
departments.

So far, the project has engaged 64 stakeholders across all 6 portfolios of 
the St Helena Government and 11 outside entities, including regular 
scheduled in-person presence at five separate office locations. MAES 
methods applied and showcased have included the identification of 
ecosystem services hotspots, participatory GIS, and Multi-Criteria Decision 
Analysis.

Topics where spatial data analysis has now fed into decision-making have 
included policies to reduce the risk of hybridisation of endemic plant 
species, distribution of endemic invertebrate records to inform the next St 
Helena Invertebrate Conservation Strategy, biosecurity and invasive 
species control, and mapping of pollination services.
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REUNION ISLAND

The MAES method which is applied in Reunion Island aims at assessing 
ecosystems’ functionality and services on the bio-corridor of Mare 
Longue nature reserve located in the south of the island within the 
municipality of Saint-Philippe on the Reunion Island. A socio-cultural 
approach is implemented, following five steps.

First step: elaboration of the methodology to undertake the 
MAES process, namely through a collaborative selection of 
Ecosystem Services in a participatory approach, including 
foresight scenario development to support the definition of a 
sustainable strategy for continuing MAES activities and increasing 
impact on the island.

Second step: targeted stakeholders from local institutions and 
local authorities, namely the Reunion National Parks, the National 
Forestry Services, Mascarin National Botanical Conservancy the 
Departmental services and the Intercommunal tourism offices 
among others. This step comprised 12 semi-structured interviews 
with institutions and local authorities which allowed the selection 
of the Ecosystem Services to be mapped by focus groups. 

The endemic plant Pandanus purpurascens, commonly  known as 
Vacoas  found in the Mare Longue Nature reserve (credits: NEXA).

Key Messages
South Atlantic Anchor Project spatial data analysis has now fed into decision-making in St Helena, 
including policies to reduce the risk of hybridisation of endemic plant species, distribution of endemic 
invertebrate records to inform the next St Helena Invertebrate Conservation Strategy, biosecurity and 
invasive species control, and mapping of pollination services.

The South Atlantic Anchor Project will also use the in-depth experience of St Helena to provide guidance on 
including environmental spatial data in policy and decisions. These will then be expanded into a wider set of 
guidelines on how to bridge the gap between evidence and decision-making on small islands. These results 
are anticipated to be delivered in spring 2022.

View of Jamestown (credits: Azra Gordy).View of Half Tree Hollow from High Knoll Fort (credits: Azra Gordy).View of Sandy Bay Beach (credits: Azra Gordy).
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A map of the Reunion Island with a focus on the municipality of Saint-Philippe found in the south of the Island, within which the Mare 
Longue Nature Reserve is located.

Samuel Constancy is an expert in organic farming, and has a farm 
adjacent to Mare Longue Nature reserve. Samuel is one of our key 
stakeholders participating in our focus group meetings (credits: NEXA).

Key Messages
The Reunion Island Anchor Project will apply a socio-cultural approach to assess ecosystems’ 
functionality and services on the bio-corridor of Mare Longue nature reserve.

The Ecosystem Services selected by institutions and local authorities are:
Provisioning (Biotic):

Genetic material from all biota;
Seeds, spores and other plant materials collected for maintaining or establishing 
a population (wild plant for commercial sales);
Cultivated terrestrial plants for nutrition Cultural services; 
Activities promoting health, recuperation or enjoyment through passive or 
observational interactions;
Knowledge systems and educational values, aesthetic values.

Fourth step: a workshop with the institutional stakeholders interviewed in step two, to present to the latter 
the outcomes of the four focus groups' spatial planning for their acknowledgement and their comments. 

Fifth step: a public event named the “Bio-corridor forum” to showcase the methods and results of the 
MOVE-ON project to the general public, by August 2022.

Third step: capitalisation of the knowledge of the local community; convening local practitioners working 
directly in Mare Longue nature reserves in agriculture, agro-forestry and tourism activities (Bed & Breakfast, 
tourist guide, restaurants). Moreover, few elders will be taken into account to preserve their historical memory 
of the forest. Indeed, four focus groups, meetings with the local community aiming at using participatory 
scenario planning along with Public participation geographic information system. This will soon be undertaken 
in February and March 2022.
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OVERSEAS MAES BAROMETER UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT

To monitor the state of MAES implementation in each of the participating overseas entities, the project 
applies the MOVE-ON MAES Barometer. This monitoring tool is based on twenty-six questions adapted from 
the ESMERALDA MAES Barometer, and covers seven categories: (1) status of MAES work; (2) status of 
networking and stakeholder involvement; (3) resources available; (4) status of national assessment work; (5) 
status of mapping; (6) status of data; and (7) case studies or projects. Following the baseline assessment in 
December 2020, the MOVE-ON MAES Barometer is updated every six months and presented twice per year 
at the MAES Working Group meetings, together with the EU mainland MAES barometer.

The project has allowed great advances on the MAES implementation in several participating region, 
particularly in St Helena, mainly due to the great efforts of participation and involvement of local 
stakeholders. On the other hand, French Guiana and the Azores are regions that already demonstrated a 
high MAES baseline score, thus showing less progress.

The MOVE ON Anchor Projects are expected to effectively contribute and support advances of local political 
decision-making on biodiversity.  For example, the Regional Government of the Azores is currently placing 
great efforts in the conservation and sustainable use of their marine resources, with the objective of 
protecting 30% of their marine areas. The Macaronesia Anchor Project, will definitely complement and 
deepen the�ongoing initiatives through its mapping and characterization of marine habitats activities, and 
its results will be applied for the redefinition of marine protected areas in the Azores.  

MOVE-ON MAES BAROMETER
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¹ http://esmeralda-project.eu/
² http://database.esmeralda-project.eu/database

Virtual Individual Anchor Project Advice Meetings were organized for each MOVE-ON Anchor Project region.

Within Activity 2, in 2021, remarkable collaborative work was developed to design and support the 
methodological path for the MAES implementation in the MOVE-ON Anchor Projects. 

Individual surveys and interviews were carried out to gather the methodological needs and requirements 
related to MAES implementation. After this data collection, an analysis of the availability of data, 
background information, and questionnaire responses was conducted in each region, resulting in a 
methodological proposal, validated by experts, for each Anchor project. Finally, Individual Anchor Project 
Advice Meetings were organized for each region, aiming to present and discuss the proposal of mapping 
and assessment methods for ecosystem services. These meetings, targeted to Anchor Project leaders were 
helpful to detect the type of support needed (workshop, training courses, etc.), to implement the proposed 
methods. 

Additionally, 40 publications related to MAES in ORs and OCTs have been updated in the MAES Methods 
Explorer database , where interested parties can find a useful repository to guide and exemplify how to 
implement MAES in these peculiar and biodiverse world places.
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Bridging theory and practice in ecosystem services, mapping: a systematic review.
Bitoun, R.E., Trégarot, E. & Devillers, R. Bridging theory and practice in ecosystem services, mapping: a systematic review. Environ Syst Decis, 2021.

This paper reports on a systematic review of the scientific literature to understand the key challenges for an effective use 
of ecosystem services. The review considered four criteria: (1) how stakeholders participate in studies; (2) how usable 
ecosystem services, maps are for decision-making; (3) what policy recommendations were made; and (4) what 
research recommendations were made. 

The analysis of 135 papers published between 2008 and 2020 revealed diverse challenges that could prevent the 
effective use of ecosystem services concepts and methods. The major scientific challenges identified in the literature 
were the uncertainty levels of ecosystem services, maps, issues of spatial scales, the understanding of ecosystem service 
interactions, and the need for temporal analysis. In addition, we found 65.2% of studies did not report any stakeholder 
participation. Scientists face obstacles in co-developing studies with stakeholders mainly due to a lack of social 
understanding of the concepts. This was especially true in countries where the concepts have been adopted recently. 

The paper’s main contribution is the proposal of four policy recommendations and four 
research recommendations aiming at facilitating the use of ecosystem services for 
decision-making. The global findings of our review led us to develop a conceptual 
framework elucidating one of the possible pathways to bridge the science-practice gap in 
ecosystem services mapping.

MOVE-ON RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Building blocks that could help bridge the gap between scientific knowledge production and users in support of the decision and policymaking based on Ecosystem Service 
(ES) mapping and assessment (source: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10669-021-09839-7)
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Learn more:
https://doi.org/10.3390/su14031250

This paper provides an understanding of the scientific narratives regarding the usability of the ecosystem 
services, mapping for decision-making and identifies ways to increase their practical use. This contribution to 
MOVE-ON project helps identify the challenges of disconnecting science, policy, and practice, in the 
implementation of ecosystem services approaches, and determines what is needed to move on in its 
implementation.

Biodiversity Conservation and the Role of Policy Resources: the case of Saint Helena. 
Ferraro G, Failler P. Biodiversity Conservation and the Role of Policy Resources: The Case of Saint Helena. Sustainability. 2022; 14(3):1250

This paper aims to provide insights on the role of policy resources in the analysis of biodiversity, public 
policies, using St Helena as a case study.

The results clearly show that political and public support for biodiversity conservation is not sufficient to fuel 
the development of policy initiatives and their implementation.

This is particularly true in disadvantaged territories such as the overseas territories of the United Kingdom.
The analysis of biodiversity policy in St Helena has stressed the necessary nature of both physical and 
intangible assets such as human, financial and cognitive resources in policy formation and, even more, 
during policy implementation.

The work conducted focuses on biodiversity policy in St Helena from various angles: relations with the United 
Kingdom, organisational arrangements within the island, the legislative framework and its execution for the 
protection of biodiversity. The paper discusses the major challenges faced in the development and 
implementation of Saint Helena’s biodiversity policy with an emphasis on the role of tangible and intangible 
resources. It concludes with a set of recommendations tailored around the specific case of Saint Helena but 
also applicable to other OTs.

Learn more:
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10669-021-09839-7
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Workshop – How can GIS help you?

On 18 January 2022, a workshop was hosted as part of the 
engagement activities of the South Atlantic Anchor Project. This 
workshop aimed to reach a wide variety of stakeholders in the St 
Helena Government identified as being able to make use of spatial 
data in decision-making. During the workshop, attendees were 
introduced to the MOVE-ON project and presented a showcase of 
various mappings, MAES, and spatial analysis techniques. The 
workshop then concluded with a brainstorming session and 
attendees provided feedback on useful spatial analysis identified 
during the workshop and further GIS training needs. The feedback 
from the workshop was overwhelmingly positive, with attendees 
scoring it an average rating of 9 out of 10 for usefulness. The results of 
the feedback will help inform future St Helena Government GIS 
Office analysis and training priorities.

Celebration of Geographic Information System (GIS) day in St 
Helena

The GIS Office of St Helena Government held a public GIS Day with 
support from SAERI Ltd (Falklands) as part of the MOVE-ON project. The 
day was lively with more than 100 attendees ranging from children from all 
four of the island’s primary schools to recently elected councillors of the St 
Helena Government. All those who attended viewed a gallery of maps 
made by the GIS Office learned about what Geographic Information 
Systems are and how they can be used to support decision-making and 
were able to plot their favourite locations on the island on a map. The 
event finished with a linkup with GIS professionals in some of St Helena’s 
fellow UK overseas territories, part of a series of mutual GIS Day linkups that 
had been coordinated by SAERI. SAERI’s own Jack Ingledew in the 
Falklands, Kevern De Bellott of the Turks and Caicos Government 
Department of Disaster Management & Emergencies, and Lavern 
Rogers-Ryan of the Government of Montserrat GIS Centre all showcased 
the way they have used GIS to meet the needs of each of their locations. 

PAST EVENTS

18|NOVEMBER|2021

18|NOVEMBER|2021

Adapted from the SAERI newsletter article - https://www.south-atlantic-research.org/
sfl-supports-st-helena-gis-day-as-part-of-the-move-on-project/
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Expedition to map and characterize marine habitats          
in Vila Franca do Campo islet (S. Miguel, the Azores) 
A marine habitat mapping campaign in the Azores was performed 
during December 2021. The expedition intended to map the marine 
area surrounding the Vila Franca do Campo islet (Island of São 
Miguel), with a special focus on the seabed habitats represented in 
the three regions of Macaronesia (the Azores, Madeira and Canary 
Islands).). The data and results from the campaign will be shared with 
local stakeholders in a capacity-building workshop (predicted for the 
1st semester of 2022). The characterization of the habitats of Vila 
Franca do Campo islet is a strong contribution to the better 
management and conservation of marine habitats in this marine 
protected area.

Webinar on Participatory GIS and Participatory Scenario 
Planning in Reunion Island

A Participatory GIS and Participatory Scenario Planning were 
organized to support their implementation of the Reunion Island 
Anchor Project. This was an online event that was also attended by 
stakeholders from the case study area interested in the applicability 
and challenges of both methods, which generated a fruitful 
discussion among all participants.

DECEMBER|2021

20|SEPTEMBER|2021
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Seasketch Training Session

Within the Macaronesia Anchor Project implementation, a training session “SeaSketch for Marine Spatial 
Planning” will be held on March 30, 16h00-18h00 CET in an online format. This training is targeted to the 
Macaronesia marine habitat, experts and aims to demonstrate the SeaSketch tool's capacity and usefulness 
for MAES implementation within the MOVE-ON project.

FOLLOW USCOORDINATION:
Regional Fund for Science and Technology,
Regional Government of the Azores

ADDRESS:
Largo da Matriz nº45-52 - 9500-094
Ponta Delgada, Azores - PT

#MOVEON
#ECOSYSTEMSERVICES
#MAES
#BIODIVERSITY
#EUOVERSEAS

www.moveon-project.eu
info@moveon-project.eu
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